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The Native People
Painting by Richard Arredondo
The Native people of the South Texas Coast
inhabited river valleys and plains for
thousands of years. Many joined the Spanish
mission system after a successful harvest at
Mission San Antonio de Valero. Soon other
local tribes entered mission life, working to
build the missions and acequias and the
thriving city San Antonio is today.

Father Balthasar Janacek
Painting by Christopher Montoya
Fr. Balty came to St. John’s Seminary, on
the grounds of Mission Concepcion, at the
age of 13. He was the first priest appointed
as caretaker of the missions, and he held the
position until his death in 2007. With a
lifelong commitment to conservation, he not
only guided the restoration of a 19th-century
painting of the Immaculate Conception but
was also instrumental in creating San
Antonio Missions National Historical Park.

Don Pedro Huizar
Painting by Fernando Andrade
Don Pedro Huizar was a Spanish architect,
surveyor, craftsman, and sculptor. He is
often credited with creating the iconic Rose
Window, located on the church sacristy at
Mission San José. Folklore suggests he
carved the window as a monument to his
enduring love for his sweetheart, Rosa, who
was tragically lost at sea on her way to join
him.

María Calvillo
Painting by Elizabeth Rodriguez
María Calvillo inherited Rancho de Las
Cabras from her father and successfully
expanded upon her holdings. A strong and
determined woman, she was said to dress
like a man and handle a gun like one. She
defended her inheritance and ran her
interests effectively until her death.
According to folklore, her ghost still roams
the area atop a white horse.

The Sandoval / Flores Family
Painting by Omar Gonzalez
The Sandoval/Flores Family has a lifelong

devotion to the Mission Espada. Luis
Sandoval worked the farmlands of Espada in
the 1900s, and his son, Cleofas Sandoval,

continued this tradition. The farm tools they
used were donated to and are on exhibit at
Espada's contact station. The Sandoval

home, which hosted numerous family
celebrations, is still near the mission on
Espada Rd.

Adina De Zavala
Painting by Adriana M. Garcia
Adina De Zavala founded the Texas State
Historical and Landmarks Association, was a
member of the Daughters of the Republic of
Texas, and the San Antonio Conservation
Society. She famously barricaded herself in
the Alamo's long barracks, saving them from
demolition. She refused to concede, and
after three days, she prevailed, the State of
Texas agreed to retain control of the Alamo
buildings.

Fernando Ramos
Painting by David Blancas
Fernando Ramos, a gifted artist, was hired
by conservationist Ethel Harris while still in
high school. Inspired by his love for dance,
Mexico, and San Antonio scenery, Ramos
developed his iconic sketches and designs.
Eventually, his enthusiasm for Spanish
dance led him to Mexico City, where he met
Carla Montel. The pair married and formed
a famed decades-long dance partnership.

Madame Candalaria
Painting by Cassie Gnehm
Madam Candelaria became a household
name for her many accomplishments. An
excellent cook, socialite, philanthropist, and
caregiver, she raised twenty-two orphan
children. Candelaria often told numerous
stories of nursing an ailing Jim Bowie during
the siege on the Alamo. We may never
know for sure about her presence at the
battle. However, she was granted a pension
and honored with a full military funeral.

The Maspero Family and the
keepers of the Espada Acequia
Painting by Raul Rene Gonzalez
The management of the acequia is the job of
a “mayordomo” or ditchmaster. The
Maspero Family are the current keepers of
the Espada Acequia, one of only two
Spanish colonial irrigation ditches that have
continued to flow since the early 18th
century. The Ditch Book, currently in

possession of Arthur Maspero, contains
records of the Espada Ditch Co. dating back
to 1894. The book was used to keep records
of meetings and shared water rights.

Sister Pauline Fierro
Painting by Eva Marengo Sanchez
Sister Pauline Fierro, CCVI was one of three
Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word in
1915 who opened the Espada School, living
there for 27 years. She was devoted to her
students, who came from the Mission area
families. In 1943, she brought the Von
Trapp family singers to Espada School, and
loved sharing the history of the Missions.

The Two Alvinos
Painting by Jesus Trevino
Alvino Pacheco and Alvino Hernandez
contributed to the welfare of the children of
the Mission San Jose community. Pacheco
organized a sandlot for kids to enjoy baseball
and coached anyone willing to learn.
Hernandez founded the area CYO program
and devoted his time to the children's
success. Hernandez had a baseball field at
Mission Concepción Sports Park dedicated
to him in April 2013.

